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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Housing and Works) [10.22 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn.  

Foodbank of Western Australia - Adjournment Debate 
HON RAY HALLIGAN (North Metropolitan) [10.22 pm]:  I wish to bring a matter to the notice of the House, 
and I trust that the Labor Government will show the empathy and compassion that may assist in alleviating some 
of the suffering to which I will refer.  The administrative team at the Cloverdale Primary School wrote to me to 
say that many children come to school with little or no breakfast.  Knowing the relationship between breakfast 
and the ability to learn, Foodbank of Western Australia Inc provides soup and bread on a daily basis.  It believes 
that that assistance has a huge impact on the health, learning and wellbeing of our most at-risk children. 

It is said that nutrition is one of the most important factors in the prevention of diseases in Western Australia and 
that each year poor diet directly causes 18 per cent of all deaths and costs our health system $51 million.  
Assisted by an army of trained volunteers, Foodbank operates on commercial lines to ensure a high level of 
efficiency.  Food is strictly controlled, inspected, sorted and stored in accordance with regulations and, when 
necessary, is tested by the Department of Health.  These procedures guarantee a constant supply of good quality, 
edible food all year round to the many agencies that rely on Foodbank.  

In only seven years, led by a professional and highly motivated board of directors, Foodbank has achieved 
miracles.  With trained and dedicated staff supported by an army of hard-working volunteers, the quantity of 
food redistributed has risen from 500 000 kilos in 1994-95 to 1.188 million kilos the year 2000-01, an increase of 
over 100 per cent.  

Foodbank opened in Perth in October 1984.  It now has branches in Albany, which opened in August 2000; 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder, which opened in January this year; and Peel-Mandurah, which opened in July this year.  
Since opening, Foodbank has redistributed six million kilos of edible food to the people of Western Australia.  
Some of Australia’s largest companies, including Kailis and France Foods Pty Ltd, National Foods Ltd (WA), 
Nestle Australia Ltd, Peters and Brownes Group, Sanitarium Health Food Co, and Western Potatoes, have been 
involved.  

The food is distributed to over 300 registered community support agencies, including Anglicare, the St Vincent 
de Paul Society, the Salvation Army and the Churchlands Christian Fellowship.  I will give members some idea 
of the quantity of food involved.  One million kilos of food will cover the complete surface area of Subiaco 
Oval.  It is also the equivalent of 40 000 shopping trolleys full of food.  It would provide 500 000 adult evening 
meals.  I will give members some examples of some of the food saved from landfill and some of the utterly 
ridiculous reasons it was ready to go to landfill.  Some 45 tonnes of frozen meat in sauce was ready to go to 
landfill because the onion pieces were too large.  Some 26 tonnes of tomato ketchup was ready to go to landfill 
because it had one per cent more liquid than was allowed.  Some 14 tonnes of fresh cauliflower was ready to go 
to landfill because it had been stranded due to a ship breakdown.  Some 240 pellets of frozen spiced french fries 
were ready to go to landfill because they were not being sold.  Some 27 000 kilos of soy beans were ready to go 
to landfill because they had wrong labels.  Some 95 000 litres of soft drink was ready to go to landfill because 
the bottles had the wrong caps.   

It is imperative that Foodbank position itself for the increased demands that will be placed upon it.  Foodbank 
desperately needs efficient, modern and spacious warehouse facilities, with the necessary staff and equipment to 
handle the growing volumes of food.  The estimated cost to Foodbank to provide these things is $3.5 million, an 
amount that is currently beyond its reach.  To this end, a capital fundraising campaign that offers donors tax 
deductibility and gifting opportunities has been mounted.  That initiative is being supported by leaders within the 
food industry.  It is hoped that Foodbank will raise this money by way of cash or pledges over a three-year 
period.   

Some of the goals of Foodbank to raise its $3.5 million in the short term are to obtain land and construct a 
purpose-designed warehouse or redevelopment of its existing premises, to guarantee its financial future, to 
provide a constant supply and variety of nutritious food to the needy of Western Australia, to facilitate programs 
aimed at feeding malnourished children, to facilitate the employment of severely disabled people, to facilitate 
educational programs that teach parents and children the importance of nutrition, and to open additional branches 
in the north west of our State. What is the price to be placed on one life saved?  As I said, every year poor diet in 
our community directly causes 18 per cent of recorded deaths.  We know of instances of children born into 
poverty and malnutrition.  By supporting Foodbank of Western Australia, the State Government can make a 
difference to all these things.  If the Government were to do so, it would provide Foodbank with the opportunity 
to give to the many people of Western Australia what they cannot give themselves. 
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Foodbank is unique.  Every day its simple mission is to feed the hungry.  That is being achieved with the help of 
hundreds of companies, agencies, supporters and volunteers.  However, demand is increasing, and Foodbank 
needs to meet those ever-increasing demands.  Therefore, I ask the State Government to show empathy and 
compassion and assist in this endeavour. 

Dry Season Advisory Committee - Adjournment Debate 
HON JOHN FISCHER (Mining and Pastoral) [10.30 pm]:  I bring to the notice of the House an anomaly that 
has arisen due to a farm business survey put out by the ministerial dry season advisory committee and directed to 
all farmers in the drought-affected areas of Western Australia.  On the covering page of this survey, it was 
advertised that the information gained from the answers to the questions would help to strengthen the State’s 
exceptional circumstances submission being prepared for the State and federal Governments in response to the 
2000 and 2001 droughts.  On the covering page of this farm business survey it states - 

Please be assured that your information will be treated with the strictest of confidence.  All documents 
will be destroyed upon collation of the final report.  No individual farm business will be identified. 

The survey goes on to ask some pertinent and private questions.  On the first page, under a heading “Location of 
Farm”, it requests in the first section information such as how many kilometres in a certain direction is a 
person’s farm from a locality, and in which shire.  The survey then asks personal questions, covering a four-year 
period, about total farm assets, off-farm assets, total farm debt and off-farm debt.   

This is a complete invasion of privacy.  It would not take a Rhodes scholar to work out exactly where a farm is 
located.  This is a farcical nonsense and is surely a futile exercise as many farmers would, quite reasonably, 
perceive these questions to be offensive, with their identification obviously readily accessible.  I do not believe 
that the Rural Business Development Corporation will receive true and accurate responses to the questions asked 
in this survey.  When one considers the sense of pride of many farmers, who have suffered enough over the past 
few years through no fault of their own, it is understandable that they would be rather reluctant to complete all 
parts of this survey in case they were identified. 

I realise that the minister responsible had no part in the formulation of this questionnaire.  However, obviously, if 
this form were completed fully, it would pinpoint exactly the farmer concerned and the location of his farm.  As 
all members are aware, many farms have rather large signs advertising the names of the occupants, or whether 
the farm is a stud or anything of that type.  If that information were given in this survey, it would be readily 
available and make it easy to locate the farms referred to. 

Due to this lack of respect, I do not believe that the Rural Business Development Corporation will receive a true 
record of the extremely serious situation in these areas.  Indeed, I have received numerous complaints about the 
confidentiality of this questionnaire.  From comments uttered to me, I believe that the situation will be greatly 
understated, or, indeed, will not be factual.  Accountability for the production of this survey should be fully 
investigated.  Many people have found it offensive.  The resultant understating of the situation should be taken 
into account in some way when the data are utilised.  It would be tragic if, due to an insensitive error by those 
responsible for writing this survey, the serious consequences of droughts were not fully recognised. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.35 pm 
__________  

 


